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.. . look for the STAR

When Gary Carter, the Mets’ great
catcher, turns from home/plate to fash-
ion plate, he does it with Starter Star
. and you'll see the/$tar on all of
his sports apparel and accessories.
Starter is Gary's ch0|ce in wrist-
bands, jackets, pro welght T’s,
warm-ups and travel bags.

Even his friend, the “Strawman”,

shares Gary’s enthusiasm for
Star quality. Be |ike Gary, wear
Starter and be/an all-“Star”.

Look for the STAR wherever
fine sportswear is sold.
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WEAR WHAT NFL PLAYERS AND COACHES WEAR—
NFL PRO LINE .. GET INTO IT!

NFL PRO LINE,, merchandise is the real thing. . .authentic team gear made for the NFL by
America’s top sporting apparel and equipment companies. NFL PRO LINE .. is worn on NFL side-
lines, in NFL games, and at practices. And now you can wear it, too. It's all in the new Official
NFL Gift Catalog. To get your copy. send $1.00 to. NFL Gift Catalog Inc.,

10850W Sanden Dr., Dallas TX 75238

IR Jiddell Wikson b €L.opics J

RUSSELL SandKnlt Sports Specialties Corp. BIKE Cliff Engle, Lfd.'

Copyright 1986 NFL Properties, Inc. All rights reserved,
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EDITOR’S NOTE

A\ 4

D O THE RICH GET RICHER? AP-
parently they do in the NFL. Last
season’s Super Bowl-champion Chicago
Bears will be facing the weakest schedule of
the 28 teams in the league in 1986, on paper
at least. The Bears blitzed their way through
the 1985 season with only

Kansas City, which looks forward to an easy
schedule, all the other teams in that division
will be challenged by solid teams.

The Seahawks (no matter what ranking
you use) face the league’s most difficult
schedule. Their opponents for 1986 had a

one loss. This year they will

. 1986 Schedule Adjusted Schedule
havg tltletpleasurt(-;.l otf going Difficulty Difficulty
agains eams at com- " , s )

S L 86 Opp. '85 Opp. Adj. '85
bined for a 107-149 record in Comb. Win. Comb. Win.
1985, a paltry .418 winning Rank Team  Record Pet. Rank Team  Record Pct.
2 L Seahawks .147-109 .574 1. Seshawks .141-104 .576
percentage. 2 Eages....146110 .570 2. Eages....140-105 .571
The Bears play 10 games 3. Broncos ..141-115 .551 3. Cowboys ..137-107 .561
: Chargers .. 141-115 551 4. Broncos ..138-109 .559
agamst teams they faced Cowboys .. 141-115 551 5. Chargers..134-111 .547
and defeated in 1985. If we 6. Falcons ...137-119 .535 6. Facons ...130-116 .528
subtract those 10 wins from 7. gous ..... 135121 .527 7. Gints....129117 .52
. ) 8. Gints....133-123 .52 8. Raders...129-118 .52
their opponents’ loss col- Redskins .. 133123 520 9. Colts.....128119 .58
umn (if the Bears had lost 10.  Raiders ...132-124 516 Redskins .. 128-119 .518
we would subtract from 11, Sants ....131-125 .512 11 Saints ....124-121 .506
thei ts' win col 12.  Bengdls...126-130 .492 12.  Packers...123-123 .50
€Ir opponents’ win col- Steelers ..126-130 492 13. Bengds...122-124 .49
umn), the Bears’ oppo- Vikings ...126-130 .492 14, Steelers ..122-125 .494
, . 15. Oflers ....125-131 .488 15 Jets...... 121125 492
;‘g;“lssgf‘ﬁ:";g‘i"“!’“?"ge‘f Packers ... 125131 488 Patriots ... 121155 492
-139, a.434 winning per- 17. Bils...... 124132 484 17. Rams.....120-127 .486
centage. So even by adjust- 18. {?s ------ gﬁg % " gﬁnteinrsss }fﬁ% 'ﬁg
H : oNsS ..... B cren R
ing the schedule difficulty Patriots ...123-133  .480 20, Dolphins .. 118129 .478
rankings, the Bears in 1986 Rams.....123-133 .480 21, d9ers.....118-130 .476
still have one of the easiest 22, Bucs..... 122-134 477 22 Browns ...117-130 474
. 2. 49ers.....121135 473 Lions ..... 117130 .474
schedules in the league. Dophins .. 121-135 473 | 24, Bils......114130 467
However, Chicago is not 25. Browns ...120-136 469 2. Bucs ..... 14132 463
: o %. Cardinals..116-140 .453 2. Chiefs ....108-138 .439
21? only championship Chiefs ....116-140 .453 27, Bears ....107-139 434
ber team that appears to 2. Bears ....107-149 418 Cardinals .. 106-138 434

be sitting pretty with its

1986 schedule. Of the other

nine teams that qualified for postseason play
last year, six (the Browns, Dolphins, 49ers,
Jets, Patriots, and Rams) will be playing
opponents whose combined winning per-
centage in 1985 was below .500.

Each of those team’s schedules increased
in difficulty after eliminating last years
matchups, but they still have some of the
easier schedules in the league.

The only playoff teams facing opponents
with a combined winning percentage of more
than .500 are the Raiders, the Giants, and
the Cowboys. Two teams that nearly reached
the playoffs—Denver and Washington—will
also be up against difficult schedules.

Fortunately for the Broncos (one of the
teams we think will reach the next Super
Bowl) and the Raiders, the other teams in
the AFC West appear to have the most
difficult schedules. With the exception of

.574 winning percentage last season. Their
opponents’ adjusted winning percentage was
.576. The Chargers and Broncos closely fol-
low Seattle, with their opponents having
adjusted 1985 winning percentages of .547
and .559, respectively.

How the schedules will affect the various
divisional races remains to be seen. There
are many other factors that come into play
before the playoffs, such as injuries, new
acquisitions, and luck.

This INSIDE SPORTS Football Preview Is-
sue has been designed to give you our expec-
tations for college and NFL football in 1986.
To see how we think this season will unfold,
see page 24.

Wikl . Moo
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Motorcraft races with success on Sunday_"'f : ;}i
o give you dependable performance every day. =

- ey L

Motorcraft quality parts are tested on some of the world’s toughest racetracks on
Sunday, so you're not tested during the rest of the week.

High-performance racing cars that generate about 600 horsepower demand tough,
quality parts. So does your car. And Motorcraft spark plugs, filters, batteries and motor
oil help deliver top performance on the racetrack on Sundays and on the highway every
day of the week.

Motorcraft quality parts have been installed as original equipment in more than 35
million Ford, Mercury, Merkur and Lincoln cars and Ford light trucks. But no matter
what kind of car or truck you drive, there’s only one logical choice. Quality Motorcraft
parts from Ford—so you'll know you're getting reliable original-equipment quality ; —— L
replacement parts. Race-proven parts. Trustworthy parts. Motorcraft, of course. :
Quality parts for all makes of cars and trucks.

Mo from Ford Tz =

Buckle up—together we can save lives.



ln no tumeﬂat, Tmaeﬁrgoeshoworkto reliwethe lhchlngandsoraness ofaﬂ:leb’sfool.l‘he-_
highly effective ingredient tolnaftate kills the fungi that cause-aﬂ:lele'sfoo‘l: Then, wlth dally e
use of Tinactin powder, you may never catch it again.

That's why Rickey Henderson and most professional athletes use Tnactln. And why most
doctors, pharmacists, podiatrists and trainers recommend it. So run with the winner.

| m THE1 CURE FOR
, ATHLETE'S FOOT.

Copyright © 1986 Schering Corporation. All rights reserved, TT-A749/13409609 6/86






















A fresh new taste from Gatorade.

© 1986 THE QUAKER OATS CO.

_Now the crisp, ice cold summer- GATORADE® IS

L y
R - .~ time taste of lemonade is in the
: ultimate thirst quencher, Gatorade. (S5
® - New Lemonade Flavor Gatorade :
¥ Thirst Quencher cuts through your thirst while it helps

put back the fluids, potassium and minerals your

whole body’s thirsty for. FOR THAT DEEP DOWN BODY THIRST.




IS: What has been the one thing you've
enjoyed most about playing football?

RC: I've always played on a winner. My high
school team only lost three games total, and
we only lost four times when I was at
Nebraska. And we've won the Super Bowl
since I came to the 49ers. I can’t imagine
what it would be like to just be going through
the motions.

IS: Last year, then, must have been frus-
trating for you, even with all your individual
success. You'd won the Super Bowl the year
before and everybody was talking about a
dynasty, but you couldn’t even win your
division. What happened?

RC: Well, I wouldn't want to say we were
complacent, exactly, but maybe we didn’t
play quite as hard early as we had the year
before. Then, we really came on strong the
second half of the season, but we got all
those injuries. We lost Randy Cross in the
line. Eric Wright was out, and that really hurt
the defense. And Wendell was out. Plus, 1
was hurting and Joe Montana was banged up
all year.

In a way, it was almost a blessing when we
lost to the Giants. If we'd had to play the
Bears the next week, I wouldn't have been
able to play, Joe couldn't have played, and
we'd already lost Randy and Eric. It would
have been murder.

But this year will be a different story. Wait

and see. We’re going to have a really good
year. I mean that. We're going to get back to
the Super Bowl. That's what it’s all about.
IS: Because of your injuries, you had a
terrible game in the playoffs against the
Giants, dropping six passes. What did it feel
like after the great year you'd had?
RC: I was hurting so much, Ijust completely
lost my concentration. All I could think about
was my knee. Actually, both my knees were
banged up. I could hardly walk, but I had to
go out there and try to play. It was actually
the Monday night game against the Rams
when I got hurt. I was able to get through the
next game against New Orleans without too
much trouble, but the Dallas game [last of
the regular season, and one the 49ers had to
win to make the playoffs] was such a tough
game physically. It took so much out of all of
us. I'just couldn’t bounce back from that. I
wanted to cry, I was so frustrated against the
Giants. I just couldn’t do anything,

But I don’t know if it made much difference
that I dropped those passes. The Giants
were keying on me the whole game. Every
time the ball came my way, they’d be sur-
rounding me. I don't know that I could have
gained very much in that situation.

IS: Did those injuries dim your enthusiasm
for football?

RC: Oh, not at all. I can hardly wait to get
going again. We had four minicamps this year
and I didn’t have to go to them, but I went to

all of them, except the first one, which was
just for free agents. Each one was more fun
than the one before. I'm raring to go.

IS: Let’s talk about your Nebraska days. You
were the tailback for a couple of years, and
then you had to switch to fullback as a senior
to make room for Mike Rozier. How did you
feel about that?

RC: I was never really caught up in the
glamour—as far as trying to be the featured
man on the team—but I had always played
halfback and it bothered me a little to have to
switch. It's an entirely different position. If
you asked any runner, if he was honest, he'd
tell you he wants to be an I-formation tail-
back. It's the easiest because you start far
enough back so you can see how the defense
is reacting, and you can make your cuts away
from the defense. At fullback you're lining up
just four yards away and you just have to hit
straight away into the hole and hope it%s
there. It's a lot harder.

But I understood the problem at Ne-
braska. The year before, both Mike and I had
played tailback. I'd start one game, then he'd
start the next. That really didn’t do either
one of us much good, so the coach was just
trying to work both of us into the lineup at
the same time. That was better for the team,
so | was all for that. Actually, it worked out
fine for a while, but I hurt my knee in the fifth
game and couldn’t play much after that. But
playing fullback helped me because I had to
do more blocking. The tailback in the I-
formation hardly ever blocks. Learning to
block has been very important to me with the
49ers. In our system, whoeverisn'’t carrying
the ball has to block for the other back.

IS: But being switched to fullback undoubt-
edly kept you from being drafted higher.
Didn’t that bother you?

RC: Not really. It just gave me another
challenge. I knew I could do the job and Bill
Walsh told me the first time we talked after
the draft that he thought of me as a first-
rounder.

1S: Did the 49ers pay you like a first-
rounder?

RC: (Laughs) Well.. . . not quite. But I'm on
my option year now and my agent is negotiat-
ing a new contract. The 49ers have been
good to me, and I'm sure I'll get what I
deserve. )
18: In light of what you’ve done in your NFL
career, it's ironic that the question about you
coming in was whether you could catch the
ball. What happened between your college
and pro career?

RC: Well, first of all, I can understand why
teams wondered whether I would be a good
receiver. I think I caught only about 12
passes my whole career at Nebraska. That
just wasn't the system at Nebraska. We
didn’t pass very much to begin with, and the
passes always went to the receivers.

When I came to the 49er minicamps, and
then to regular camp, I hung out with the
receivers. I wanted to know everything
about being a receiver. [ wanted to know how
they played against different defenses. I
wanted to learn the different routes. I
wanted to know how they caught the ball.
There are a lot of different ways to catch a
pass, you know, and a lot of different passes.

I wanted to know how they reacted to the
ball, and I wanted to learn how to catch the
ball and run. I didn’t want to just settle for
making the catch and being tackled right on
the spot. In our offense there are a lot of
times where I get the ball in the backfield or
on the line of scrimmage, and there’s only
one guy out there with a chance to tackle me.
That's when it gets to be fun, because if I
make him miss, I can go a long way.

IS: When you first came to the 49ers did you
resent the fact that Wendell Tyler got most of
the attention?

RC: Oh, no, not at all. I knew I had a lot to
learn, and I really respected Wendell as a
player. He helped me a lot. We spent a lot of
time together, especially in training camp,
and he would give me little tips on what to
look for in the defense, that sort of thing.
We're really different types of runners. Wen-
delljust kind of scoots, and he's really good at
getting tacklers to miss. I'm more of a
slashing runner. So, we can't talk about
styles that much, but we can talk about
defenses.

IS: The game that really made you a star
was the Super Bowl after your second sea-
son, in 1984. How did you approach that
game?

RC: A lot of times guys go into the Super
Bowl thinking they've made it just to get
there, that it's been a successful year al-
ready. Not me. I wanted to play the best
game I could. I was so excited going into that
game, I could just feel the adrenaline pump-
ing. I wanted to win, man.

IS: Have you had a model as a football
player?

RC: Well, you look at the great running
backs. Q. J. Simpson, of course; he was the
best when I was growing up. But the one guy
I've looked to the most has been Walter
Payton. He's done it all, done everything you
could have asked of him. That's the way 1
want to be. When I finish my career I want to
be able to look back and say I couldn’t have
done any more than that.

IS: Who have been the positive influences
on your life and career?

RC: My high school coach, Jim Fox, was big
on discipline, and I think that's helped me
develop my work ethic. I've always remem-
bered what he told me about working hard.

My backfield coach at Nebraska taught me
how to block. He was known as the best
coach for blocking in the country. And he

22
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biggest difference is that John does not have the
touch. That's something John has to learn.

“I know we won a lot of games in the last two
years in the two-minute period. That was when he
was the best. When the pressure was on, he dida
great job of coming through for us.”

The importance of the quarterback on how well
a team can play is best illustrated in the tale of two
teams. In 1984 the Seattle Seahawks lost Curt
Warner for the season when he suffered a knee
injury in the first game. Dave Krieg, Seattle’s
quarterback, put together a career season with 32
touchdowns and 3,671 yards. The Seahawks lost
in the playoffs to the Miami Dolphins. Last year,
even with Warner back, when Krieg's production
dropped, the Seahawks failed to make the playoffs
for the first time in three seasons.

Conversely the New York Jets struggled
through 1984 with a 7-9 record, But when O'Brien
became the top-rated passer in the NFL in 1985
the Jets finished 11-5 and had the fourth-best
offense in the league.

With Elway, Marino, O'Brien, and Eason com-
ing into their prime, the AFC once again is ready to
step forward as the dominant conference.

AFG EAST PICKS

1. Dolphins
2. Jets

3. i

4.

o4

As quarterbacks go, none has been more pro-
ductive in his first three seasons than Dan Marino.
The Dolphins have made the playoffs in each of
those years. But 1985 marked another step in the
development of the man who set all the NFL
passing marks in 1984.

“Dan Marino is coming off a fine year, butitisa
little bit different than his record-breaking year of
1984 because teams were taking away the long ball
and dictating that he throw underneath the cover-
age,” said Dolphins head coach Don Shula. “Dan
did this and he did it well. He showed a great deal
of patience in doing it. He also showed the
unselfishness to do it, as opposed to going to the
long ball that might result in an interception.

“So far he's done things no other quarterback
has done in the first three years of his career. I
expect the same type of performance or better in
the future.”

Much of what the Dolphins had to do last season
was dictated by an injury that sidelined Mark
Duper. Mark Clayton was double-teamed more,
and he still finished with 70 receptions. But his
touchdown total was down to four from the record-
setting 18 of the previous season.

“Mark Duper is coming off a tough year,” Shula

Elway has Super Bowl talent;
now his teammates are ready.
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“Our offensive line continued to improve last
year, especially in the pass-protection area,” Re-
eves said. “This year is going to be a challenge for
some of our young guys because they must try to
unseat some of our veteran players.” -

Billy Bryan was an alternate to the Pro Bowl at
center. He is flanked by guards Paul Howard and
Keith Bishop and tackles Dave Studdard and Ken
Lanier.

“The biggest improvement in our line came
from Kenny Lanier,” Reeves said. “He can handle
the other team's top players and do a solid job.
Since I've been here he has never been beaten to
the point where the opposing players had the
advantage for both games of the season. He may
have a poor game against some of the great ends
he plays—like Howie Long, Jacob Green, and Art
Still—but ke bounces back and plays well against
them in the second game.”

The Broncos tried to go with just four running
backs in 1985 because they use a single-back set,
but injuries cut down the effectiveness of Sammy
Winder, Gerald Willhite, and Steve Sewell.

“There's still the possibility that we'll use more
two-back than one-back formations, but that won't
be decided until we review last year completely,”
Reeves said. “One thing we have to do this year is
get back on track as far as our running game is
concerned.”

When the Broncos do pass, they have a pair of
good targets in Steve Watson (61 catches for 915
yards) and Vance Johnson (51 for 721).

As productive as the Broncos’ offense is, how-
ever, it is the defense on which they live. Itis one
of the most productive in the league. Defensive
end Rulon Jones was voted to the Pro Bowl for the
first time in his career after a 10-sack season. But
the star of the show was Karl Mecklenburg, a
converted defensive lineman who played all line-
backer and line positions on his way to 13 quarter-
back sacks and a Pro Bowl spot.

“The real decision for the staff this offseason is
where we are going to decide to play Karl, because
he plays all the positions so well,” said Reeves,
who s trying to make a spot for Ricky Hunley, now
in his third season. “We want to put him [Mecklen-
burg] in a position where we know he can be the
factor, the impact player that he was last year.

“This is a key year for Ricky Hunley. He's in his
third year now and must, in my estimation, start
this year. He has to come in and win a job because
it is not going to be given to him, He certainly has
the ability to be a domination type player.”

The Broncos’ real coup came in the secondary
on draft day. They had no first-round pick because
of the Hunley trade. But a trade brought corner-
back Mark Haynes (New York Giants' holdout)
into the fold. He will team with Louis Wright and
give Mike:Harden an opportunity to play safety,
his more natural position. Dennis Smith and
Wright both made the Pro Bowl.

“Louis Wright played well, but a concern for us
is that he’s getting some years on him and we have
to consider how much longer he can play,” Reeves
said. “Louie’s basically taking it one year at a time.
He played extremely well, probably playing the run
better than ke has at any time in his career.”

It was a disappointing year for both Kicker Rich
Karlis and punter Chris Norman. Karlis scored a

career-high 110 points, but hit just 23-of-38 field
goal attempts.

What do you say about the team with the best
defense in the AFC, the best offensive player in
the AFC, the best record in the NFL over the
years?

For one thing, you could say they need a
quarterback to go along with those other things.

Marc Wilson, who became the starter in the
third game when Jim Plunkett suffered a dislo-
cated shoulder, took the Raiders to an11-2 record.
He played much of the season with a separated left
shoulder and a sprained ankle, but achieved career
highs of 2,608 yards and 16 touchdowns.

Wilson didn’t have to throw much, and when the
Raiders needed their quarterback to give them a
lift in the playoffs against the Patriots, he was
unable to. The bulk of the Raiders offense is
carried by running back Marcus Allen. Allen was
the NFL's leading rusher last season with 1,759
yards. He was the first Raiders running back ever
to lead the league in rushing. He also caught 555
yards worth of passes, giving him an NFL record
in yards from scrimmage with 2,314. He quietly
tied another league mark with nine straight 100-
yard rushing games. The Raiders signed free
agent Billy Jackson (formerly of the Chiefs) to
provide a bigger blocker for Allen than Frank
Hawkins, the other starter.

The Raiders’ offensive line was hounded by
injury during 1985, resulting in four different
starting lineups in the first six games. From that
point, however, Henry Lawrence, Mickey Mar-
vin, Don Mosebar, Charley Hannah, and Bruce
Davis answered the call. Through those final 10
games, the Raiders were 8-2, and only 18 quarter-
back sacks were allowed. .

‘The receiving corps missed Cliff Branch in
1985, but rookie Jessie Hester stepped in and
became the most productive Raider rookie re-
ceiver in history. Dokie Williams teamed with
Hester, and when Branch returned in the second
half of the season, he provided much-needed
depth. Todd Christensen became the first tight
end ever to catch more than 80 passes in three
consecutive seasons. .

On defense is where the Raiders really shine.
The front line is perhaps the best in the league,
built around All-Pro Howie Long. The Raiders
sacked opposing quarterbacks 65 times. Nose
tackle Bill Pickel led the club with 12} sacks. Long
finished with.10 quarterback sacks.

The line is backed ably by Matt Millen and
Reggie McKenzie. McKenzie was a 10th-round
draft choice from Tennessee, and he finished as
the second-leading tackler on the club. The out-
side spots are held down by Rod Martin (the
team’s leading tackler), and former Eagles star
Jerry Robinson will have a more significant role.

And in the secondary, no team has as many
talented defensive backs as the Raiders. Mike
Haynes and Lester Hayes play the corners, using
more man-to-man coverage than most teams,

The safety spots are held down by Vann
McElroy and Mike Davis. But Stacey Toran
started 11 games and gained valuable experience.

On special teams Fulton Walker turned in an
outstanding year, averaging 11.2 yards on 62 punt
returns and 22.2 yards on 21 kickoff returns. Ray
Guy continues to hold down the punting job,
booting the ball 89 times for a 40.8-yard average.
Kicking is handled by Chiris Bahr, who finished
with 40-of-42 extra points and 20-0f-32 field goals.

“With the maturity of our young players be-
cause of their game experience in 1985, the
continuing development of our veteran group, and
the return of a sizable number of injured players, .
our future looks bright,” said coach Tom Flores.

C/ARGERS

The number is 28, and it signifies the Chargers’
standing among NFL defenses.

“We need defense,” said Chargers coach Don
Coryell, who has fashioned the league's best
offense for nearly a decade. “We have to take the
ball away from people. Defenses have changed so
much, as have offenses, that it takes longer to
develop the defense. I'think you will be shocked at
how much our defensive players improve.”

The good news for Coryell is that his defensive
players—to a man-—are young. Nome of the
defensive linemen has more than four years expe-
rience in the NFL, only three linebackers do, and
only one member of the secoridary.

Coryell also hired two new defensive coaches,
coordinator Ron Lynn and linebackers coach Mike
Hatuchak. Lynn and Haluchak have spent the last
three seasons with the USFL's Oakland Invaders.

“We want to get the ball back,” Lynn said, “We
want to make the big plays and make things
happen, just as the Chargers offense makes things
happen.”

But everything starts up front, where Lee
Williams stands as the leading pass-rusher with
8% sacks. Fred Robinson, as designated pass-
rusher, finished with seven sacks. But.no one
along the front is among the team’s leading eight
tacklers, and they must get better against the
rush. Billy Ray Smith, the team's most valuable
defensive player, led the club in tackles.

The secondary has been porous. Even though
the club finished with 26 interceptions (second
behind Kansas City in the AFC), it ranked 28th
against the pass. Gill Byrd is playing his natural
position at safety now, and both rookie corner-
backs Jeff Dale and John Hendy were named to the
All-Rookie squad at cornerback. -

Offense is where the Chargers shine, Last
year's newest San Diego star was the “Little
Train.” Lionel James established an NFL record
for combined yardagewith 2,535 all-purpose
yards. He was the club’s most valuable player.
Running back Gary Anderson also was an out-
standing addition. .

The running backs, Anderson, James, and Buf-
ord McGee (a converted high school quarter-
back), ran the option sweeps seldom seen in the
NFL, and they accomplished it behind the blocking
of Tim Spencer, another USFL refugee.

As always, the show starts with quarterback
Dan Fouts. Fouts is the third-leading passer (yard-
age) of all time and could easily move past Johnny
Unitas with an average Fouts season. But the
offseason addition of Mark Herrmann was a per-
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THE ARMY RESERVE'S Gl BILL
CAN MAKE YOU A PART-TIME SOLDIER
AND A FULLTIME STUDENT.

A part-time job in the Army Reserve has just

become an even smarter way to work your way through

college. The Army Reserve now has its own Gl Bill,

if you qualify, you can receive up to $5,040 for college

while you attend college.

But the GI Bill isn't the only valuable thing
about being an Army Reservist. You'll also be paid f¢
training in one of over 300 skills.

In addition, you'll earn at least $1,870 a year
serving two days a month (usually on weekends) at y

ind

for

Our

local Army Reserve Center, and attending two weeks of
annual training. And if you take out a student loan, you
may qualify for a program that can help you repay it.
With the GI Bill to help with tuition, and your
monthly Army Reserve salary to help with other expenses,
you could earn over $16,000 for college in one enlistment,
If you'd like to know more about taking the Army

Reserve's GI Bill to college ARMY RESERVE
vith , call toll fr =
1s00-usa-army. BEALLYOU CAN BE.































Glovemaker,
rts want you to win the
Quiz Game...and the

AJEEP BHEHUKE

SPORTS

Be a ragular listener to Monday Night NFL Foothall
and “NFL LIVE" on NBC Radio and you can be a
winner, too! Here's the NBC Radio hroadcast sched-
ule. (Check local listings for the “NFL Game of The
Week" radio station in your area.)

Clip out and save so you'll know when to tune in.

Schedule for Monday Night
“NFL Games of The Week™ on NBC Radio
Sepl. 8  Giants at Dallas 8:50PM {NYT)

Sept. 15 Denver at Pittsburgh B:50PM (NYT)
Sept. 22 Chicago at Green Bay B:50PM (NYT)
Sept. 29 Dallas at St. Louis 8:50PM (NYT)
Oct. 6 SanDiego at Seattle B:50PM (NYT)
Oct. 13  Pittsburgh at Cincinnati ~ B:50PM (NYT)
Oct. 20 Denver at NY Jets 8.50PM (NYT)
Oct. 27  Washington at Giants B:50PM (NYT)
Nov. 3 LARams at Chicago 8:50PM (NYT)

Nov. 10 Miami at Cleveland 8:50PM (NYT)
Nov. 17  San Fran. at Washington ~ 8;50PM (NYT}
Nov. 24  NY Jets at Miami 8:50PM (NYT)

Dec. 1  Giants at San Francisco  8:50PM (NYT)
Dec. 8 LA Ralders at Seattle 8:50PM (NYT)
Dec. 15  Chicago at Detroit 8:50PM (NYT)
Dec. 22  New England at Miami 8:50PM (NYT)












The television with the best picture
. now comes with the best
remote control.

For years we've been telling you that - :
the Sylvania Superset has the best color e -
picture. . .and now it has yet another |
advantage. The SupeRemote 44, the
remote control that works with virtually
any VCR or cable system equipped with
wireless remote.

You see, we'd prefer that you own
a Sylvania VCR, but if you already have
someone else’s, we won't make your
television viewing more complicated
We will make i e 5 =
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Inside Sports: How will you utilize the abundance of riches you have at
tailback?

Coach Terry Donahue: “There’s no question the strength of our team has
to be at running back. We’ve always believed that if you have talented players,
you have to find a way to get them into the game. We probably won't use two
tailbacks at the same time, but we're going to play our running backs liberally.”

7 Alabama

EIGHT STARTERS ON OFFENSE AND NINE ON DEFENSE RE-
turn for coach Ray Perkins, who parlayed impossible finishes against Georgia
and Auburn into a 9-2-1 season and a Hula Bowl trip. Quarterback Mike Shula
returns, along with halfback James Jelks and flanker Al Bell, split end Greg
Richardson, and kicker Van Tiffin (a team-leading 84 points last year). The
nine starters on defense are headed by All-America linebacker Cornelius
Bennett, nose guard Curt Jarvis, and aggressive cornerbacks Freddie
Robinson and Vernon Wilkinson. Punter Chris Mohr also is back.

Alabama Wil Go 11-2 If: The Tide rolls free of injuries, quarterback
Mike Shula becomes the team leader, center Wes Neighbors returns 100%
healthy from a knee injury, and Kerry Goode makes the transition from
halfback to fullback.

Alabama Will Go 8-5 If: The nation’s most demanding schedule proves
too demanding, or the defensive line collapses under the strain of two new
starters,

Returning Offensive Starters (8): SE Greg Richardson, Sr.; T Hoss
Johnson, Sr.; C Wes Neighbors, Sr.; G Bill Condon, Jr.; T Larry Rose, So.;
QB Mike Shula, Sr.; RB Gene Jelks, So.; FL Albert Bell, Sr.

Returning Defensive Starters (9): LB Randy Rockwell, Jr; LB
Cornelius Bennett, Sr.; NG Curt Jarvis, Sr.; LB Wayne Davis, Sr.; LB Joe
Godwin, Sr.; CB Freddie Robinson, Sr.; CB Vernon Wilkinson, Sr.; S Rory
Turner, Jr.; S Kermit Hendrick, So.

Inside Sports: How good is Cornelius Bennett, who has been called the
best linebacker in college football?

.Coach Ray Perkins: “If I had to put together a team, college or pro, and

The coaching in the SEC stresses good, funda-
mental, hard-nose football. That goes back his-
torically in the conference. It has carried over
from coaches like Tennessee’s Bob Neyland and
Mississippi's John Vaught and Alabama’s Wallace
Wade and Paul Bryant. Not that we have a patent
on hard-nose football, but there isn't any con-
ference that’s better. The great coaches like
Neyland and Wade—that’s the criteria we have to
live up to.

You've got to reach a higher level of competi-
tion if you are going to stay in this conference.
Because of all this, I think that since the 30-95
scholarship rule went into effect, there have been
more good teams in the SEC than in any other
conference.

By TOM OSBORNE

THERE WAS A TIME WHEN THE BIG 8
was arguably the best conference with the best
teams in the country. At one point in the 1960s and
1970s the Big 8 was winning 80 to 90% of its
games against nonconference opponents. Now it's
closer to 50%, and the difference between the
Big 8 and the rest of the conferences isn't as
dramatic,

Since the 30-95 rule [30 scholarships per year
and 95 total] was adopted in 1974, we haven't been
as strong from top to bottom as we once were.
Before the 30-95 rule we had 45 initial grants and
no overall limit. Normally we had 130 to 140
scholarships, which was more than most con-
ferences allowed. The 30-95 rule has made it
tougher in cur conference because of the relative
sparseness of population in the conference area.
It's harder to recruit in the Big 8 because we have
to travel farther and we're always battling the
weather. In many conferences the player and his
family can drive to the campus together. In places
like Nebraska the prospect flies in and then re-
turns home to tell the family about the school.

The Big 8 is still very competitive. We've had a
couple of teams in the Top 10 almost every year.
Oklahoma won the national title last year, and
we've been up around second or third recently.
When you look at the number of players chosen in
the NFL draft, the Big 8 ranks somewhere in the
middle this year. Sometimes a conference may not

have a lot of players drafted because there arealot
of people who are underclassmen. That’s why the
Big 8 didn’t have as many players drafted this year.

The Big 8's running style of football could be
related to the weather patterns in our area of the
country. We probably play on more windy days and
in colder weather than most of the other major
conferences. The cold isn’t that important a factor
in the passing game, but the wind is. If you're
playing in stiff winds half the time, it's less risky to
run the ball.

Our conference is still competitive in the televi-
sion market, with Oklahoma and Nebraska each
getting three national television appearances ev-
ery year. But it's rare when the rest of the
conference teams are on national TV. I suppose
our television market size has something to do
with that. It seems that if the Oklahoma-Nebraska
game is on opposite the Michigan-Ohio State
game, the Michigan-Ohio State game gets prefer-
ence even if we're ranked higher.

By JACKIE SHERRILL

THE SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE IS
going to be really competitive again this year. You
look at what Baylor did to LSU in the Liberty
Bowl, what Arkansas did to Arizona in the Holiday
Bowl, and what we did to Auburn in the Cotton
Bowl. Then you've got SMU, Texas, Houston,
TCU, and even Texas Tech coming back with all
these people.

The problem in this conference is that we have
to line up and play each other. The SEC doesn't
play a round-robin schedule and the Pac-10 doesn’t
either, anymore. Anybody that goes through this
conference undefeated has a good chance to be
the national champion. The challenge of winning a
conference title always depends on the quality of
the top five or six teams in your league, and in the
SEC that probably will be Alabama, Tennessee,
Florida, Auburn, Georgia, and LSU. But they
won't all be playing each other this season.

The Southwest Conference this year won't
have as big a gap between the top teams and the
bottom teams as in the past. There will be four or
five teams competing for the conference title.
You've got to beat everybody. I don’t think you'll
be able to go in the back door like Houston did in

1984, They beat Texas that season, but a lot of
other teams had to lose before the Cougars could
go to the Cotton Bowl.

Our conference was 3-1 in bowls last year, and
that's probably the best measuring stick. You have
to look at what LSU did in the SEC compared to
what Baylor did in the Southwest Conference, and
the same with Auburn and us. I don’t know of
another conference that had that kind of produc-
tion in the bowls.

When you talk about the Southwest Con-
ference, you're talking about some outstanding
individual talent. It's definitely there, and we've
got all the other things you need to be the best,
too.

By TERRY DONAHUE

THE PAC-10 IS THE BEST COLLEGE
football conference in the country primarily be-
cause it is the most diversified in terms of offen-
sive approach. In our conference you have to
prepare for extremes from one week to the next.
One week you have to get ready to face the option
game of Washington State. The next week you
have to face the sophisticated passing attack of
Stanford. Then you have to figure out a way to
stop the hard running game of USC. Very few
conferences have the extremes of offensive styles
that you find in the West.

The passing game out here, in particular, is
excellent because of the influence of pro football.
The running game at a school such as USC is
outstanding because of the quality and quantity of
players.

The talent level of the Pac-10, year in and year
out, is as good as any conference. This is verified
by the vast number of players in our league who
are drafted and signed by the NFL. There’s a
strong population base in the West, and more and
more people are moving here from the Midwest
and the East. By sheer numbers, there are alot of
opportunities for Pac-10 teams to get good play-
ers.
Athletes living out here in the West can also play
outdoors throughout the year because of our
weather. This helps them develop their passing
and catching skills. That’s not necessarily unique
to this area, but it is a factor. O
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Here’s
- Your
Ticket
To NFL
Action!

Issues
Just
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No team is more exciting than the San Diego Chargers, and
Chargers Football Weekly has been bringing that excitement into the homes of
NFL fans across the country for 10 seasons. Each week during the season and
~ monthy during the off-season — 27 times a year — Chargers Football Weekly

delivers game previews and reviews, comprehensive statistics, player and coach
interviews, NFL news, matchups and lots more to your mailbox to keep you on top
of the action. And if you order your ticket now, you will receive FREE with your
subscription order, The 1986 Chargers’ Media Guide, with over 200 pages of

Charger history, player biographies and team statistics.

: But don’t deiay, supplies are limited.
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Mail in your ticket to NFL Football Action Today!

[ Yes, send me my ticket to’86 San Diego Chargers’ Football Action for the term indicated, and send me my
FREE 1986 Chargers’ Media Guide (Offer expires 9-15-86).

Name

Address

City State Zip.
[0 1 year (27 issues) $19.95 [J 2 years (54 issues) $34.95 O Payment enclosed.

Bill my: O Mastercard OVISA Card # Exp. Date

PLEASE NOTE: Canadian subscribers must pay in U.S. monies.
Mail to: Chargers Football Weekly, P.0. Box 90729, San Diego, CA 92109
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OMMEMORATIE
DON SUTTON "300 WINS

LIMITED EDITION GLOVE

DON SUTTON pitchedHis way into American baseball history books, pitching his *300th win”
To commemorate this very special date, SSK America has commissioned its glove
masters to produce the exact replica of DON SUTTON’s *300th GAME WINNING” glove.

This is a collectors item. LIMITED EDITION,
ed. You can now own a part of American baseball history.

1 : o 5 @

® Don Sutton will perscnally
sign each glove.

® Actual rglove series number
embroidereg into the leather.

{"‘} ® Commemerative certificate

will certify the Yrglove series.
number. _
® Attractive glove stand comes
with each glave.

DEERSKIN LINING
®GLOVE SERIES NUMBER,
BASED ON FIRST COME.
FIRST SERVED BASIS. ¢
DELIVERY: PLEASE ALLOW

SELECT U.S. STEERHIDE

THE PROFESSIONAL EDGE

SIK

4-6 WEEKS

SASAKI SPORTS /\«0%
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL TOLL FREE (800)-421-2674 0 $v§0\9
INSIDE CALIF. (213)-638-9338 Pl



Kirk Gibson

ly

Yes, that smile is real. He'’s changed
his ‘picture,’ eliminated killer phrases, altered
his comfort zone—and now he loves being Kirk Gibson

N THE WINTER OF 1983 KIRK

Gibson spent much of his time

alone in the desolate Michigan
woods, riding his horse, Rusty, and
hunting with his golden retriever,
Nick. He thought about how every-
thing in college had always been on the
up-and-up—catch the football, hit
somebody, run 'em over; about the
lessons learned in pro baseball—fight-
ing injuries, ignoring hype, accepting
exploitation; about his dad’s philoso-
phy: “If you lose, learn from it and win
the next day.” He replayed the public
abuse; agonized over his rudeness; re-
called Sparky Anderson’s adage: “The
only privilege you have is in your
check.” He reviewed his failures,
unmet expectations, and killing self-
doubts.

62

By Alan $teinberg

He didn’t realize it then, but he was
at a crossroads in his life, and a major
decision loomed just ahead.

It came on a dismal, "blustery day.
When it started to snow, Gibson rode
Rusty to the top of a familiar hill and
faced him into the piercing wind. Nick
camped at Rusty’s feet, awaiting the
next romp. Gibson sat atop Rusty in his
cowboy hat and cowhide coat, ponder-
ing life and absorbing the wind. “It was
such a cold moment; I was very de-
préssed. 1 way trying to sort things
out. I thought: ‘I'm not moving ahead
in this game or in life. Nobody’s per-
ceiving me the way I really am. I can’t
find peace.’ But I remembered how
much I loved my animals and how
whenever I'd come home after a night
of three strikeouts and unbelievable

booing and harassment, Nick would be
wagging his tail and he’d jump up on
me and I'd think, ‘Well, it can’t be all
that bad.'

“So I reached down and wrapped my
arms around Rusty’s neck and put my
face against him, and he shielded me
from the wind. He was so warm. He
stood there with his head up and it was
like he sensed what I felt. I got guid-
ance out of that horse that day. It was
like he was telling me, ‘I still love you,
regardless of how everybody else is
coming down on you." Finally, I just
told myself, ‘This is where a lot of
athletes bow out. You can succumb to
the pressure; you can say, “I can’t take
it, I quit.” Or you can pick yourself up,
treat it as a challenge, and beat this
thing.! Right there, I chose to beat it.”
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started right out of college. Though hé was
an All-America receiver at Michigan State
University and a sure NFL pro, Gibson’s one
spring of college baseball (.390, 16 HRs, 52
RBIs, 21 steals in 22 tries) stirred his child-
hood dream of playing for the Detroit Tigers.
In 1978 he signed for $180,000—the biggest
bonus in Tigers history—and it was clear
they had special plans for him. In 1980, after
just 143 games in the minors, Gibson made
the parent club. He also made the cover of
Sports Ilustrated, in which he was touted
sarcastically as the “best wide receiver in
major league baseball” but also hyper-
promoted as a “Semi-Phenomenal” golden
boy. Billed as the hottest prospect in the
major leagues, he grew cocky with prestige.
“Ijust thought / was important, ” he laments.
“I was out to have fun.”

But the fun couldn’t compensate for prob-
lems on the field. When Tigers manager
Sparky Anderson publicly compared Gibson
with Mickey Mantle, the hype affected his
play. He was still learning to play the outfield,
so he sometimes booted grounders and
misjudged flies. An eager free-swinger, he
fanned 45 times in 175 at-bats. Impatient
Tiger fans expecting vintage Mantle
squeezed Gibson’s grapes on the vine.
Abused, he turned belligerent; his most
handy retort was: “Shut the ---- up!” Next
day, though, he’d reproach himself: “That’s
not you, Kirk. You didn’t mean that. Get
control of yourself.”

But at the ballpark, Gibson and conflict
were metal to magnet. Curses and boos
were hurled like spears and he couldn’t just
lick his wounds. “It was hellacious,” he
recalls vividly. “They built me up so big, it
was like, ‘Here comes the savior of the
Tigers.’ But | hadn’t played one day yet in the
major leagues; I was overmatched. The fans
didn’t know that. They booed me mer-
cilessly; they were downright brutal to me.
The hardest part of my career, of my life
really, was when I reached that plateau and
the buildup came and then it didn’t happen.
The abuse was tough to take.”

From 1980 to '82, Gibson and teammate
Dave Rozema cut up a lot—boating, hunt-
ing, hitting the in-spots, being visible. Gos-
sipers depicted them as irresponsible—Gib-
son as a sort of spoiled brat Bacchus of
Detroit. “I was a madman, ” he admits today.
“Totally crazy. And I enjoyed being crazy.
But I didn’t think that what I did off the field
should be anybody else’s business.”

In December ’82, when Gibson first met
JoAnn, who was a dancer at aracy nightspot,
and started dating her, the papers took
cheap shots. “The press brought her into it, ”
Gibson still chafes. “They exploited us at
will. Rozie [Rozema] dated JoAnn's sister,
Sandy, so they wrote derogatory things like,
‘Kirk Gibson and Dave Rozema, those twins

of temptosis, were seen at so-and-so’s with
“The Fabulous Flying Sklarski Sisters.”’
They made us look like total jerks.”

Injuries in '82 limited Gibson to 69 games
and tried Sparky's patience. In 1983 he
platooned Gibson so he wouldn't face lefties
and reduced his outfield play by making him a
designated hitter. When Gibson did play he
shifted positions, though often he was in
right, which he loathed. (He'd played there
Opening Day, lost a ball in the sun, and was
roundly booed. He told reporters afterward,
“I'd rather catch than play right field.”)

Convinced, too, that Sparky had lost con-
fidence in him, Gibson internalized the im-
plicit message: “You can’t do the job.” The
results: He fielded poorly and batted just
.227, Rumors blamed money, alcohol, bad
company. Gibson blamed himself. “Quite
frankly, I was a head case, ” he says squarely.
“I was the laughingstock of the Stadium.
They wanted me to fail. I'd strike out three
times and they’d clap. They were rubbing my
face in it. I was humiliated. I'd lay in bed at
night and think, ‘It's really a bitch being Kirk
Gibson.””

Toward the end of the season Gibson's
frustrations cooked into a vendetta stew.
JoAnn recalls: “After a game, we went to a
local bar with friends. A couple of guys near
our table kept taking potshots at Kirk. ‘Nice
strikeout, Gibson’—things like that. It
rubbed Kirk totally wrong at that moment.
He went over and lifted one guy up by his
collar and said: ‘Sir, I get paid to listen to
your crap at the ballpark. But I'm with my
girlfriend and my friends now. You're out of
your territory—you better shut up.’ The guy
was shaking in his boots. Ijust thought, ‘Boy,
I'm glad Kirk was nice enough just to scare
that poor guy.’”

WO INCIDENTS IN '83 CAPPED

Gibson's ordeal of discontent. The

first was accidental. After a game
he and Rozema were signing autographs in
the stands. Finally, Gibson started to walk
away and somebody said, “Come on, sign
this kid’s autograph.” Gibson said, “No, I'm
going to the clubhouse.” Next day, he caught
hell. “Turned out the kid was handicapped or
something, ” Gibson recalls. “So the headline
was like, ‘GIBSON TURNS DOWN RE-
TARDED KID FOR AUTOGRAPH. But I
had no way of knowing that.” He did know he
was failing under the weight of his own and
everybody else’s expectations, and this last
incident compounded the load. “Am I a bad
person?” he wondered.

The second incident—a statement of his
iron will to succeed on his own terms—was
one of the most important decisions of his
life. That offseason, Detroit wanted Gibson
to play ball in the Dominican Republic and
straighten himself out. He refused. “I knew |

needed to get away from baseball to get my
mind unscrambled so I could think.”

In early 1984, on the suggestion of Doug
Baldwin, Gibson visited the Pacific Institute,
a Seattle-based educational company that
promotes fulfillment through positive
motivational training. The Institute’s main
premise is that “we act, we work, we pro-
duce, we behave not in accordance with the
truth, but only the ‘truth’ as we perceive it to
be.” Central to its “Investment in Excel-
lence” program is eliminating negative self-
imagery—called changing your picture—on
the theory that if you change your self-
image, you can change the way you act.

Gibson spent a few days with the Insti-
tute’s founder, Lou Tice, and the director of
operations, Frank Bartenetti, who showed
him some program videos on concepts such
as “Self-Image,” “Self-Talk,” “Comfort
Zones,” and “Positive-Negative Affirma-
tions.” They talked strictly about Gibson’s
baseball problems—hitting against lefties,
playing right field, self-control with the fans.
At first, Gibson was guarded. But Bar-
tenetti, a relaxed, affable man, knew Gibson
was ripe for help. He says, “As soon as he
walked in the door, I said to myself, ‘It's
gonna be so easy to help this young man’
Because in his face I saw a very motivated,
positive person and a great guy. I said:
‘These videotapes can help you change your
opinion of yourself and show you that you
have all the possibilities within you to be the
best at what you want to do. You don’t have
to believe it, but take the opportunity to
listen."”

By the end of the day, Gibson's defenses
had dropped. He'd discovered that regaining
control of his life had nothing to do with the
media or fans or even baseball, but rather

- with his mind. “It was like a rebirth,” he

says, “because I realized there was a way to
deal with everything—that this could help me
grow as a person, too.”

JoAnn was with him in Seattle. She recalls,
amused: “He’d come back to the hotel after
one of those sessions and say, ‘Oh, this is
such a great day!” And I'd say: ‘What’re you
talking about? It's gray as ever out there, It
looks awful.’ He’d say, ‘Oh, negative affirma-
tion, JoAnn." He did that to me for weeks.

Bartenetti gave Gibson the same applica-
tion guide and videotapes the Institute pro-
vides its facilitators to work with major
corporate clients (the Air War College; the
U.S. Army; Hughes Aircraft; Alaska State
Troopers; AT&T; IBM; General Motors;
Bendix Corp; and more). It was like giving
Icarus tools to make wings that would work.
Back in Michigan, Gibson devoured the con-
cepts and wrote in the application guide
religiously.

The finished product was unveiled at
spring training in March '84. Says Gibson:
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HIGH TIDE

HEN RAY PERKINS WAS A

spindly receiver for the Univer-

sity of Alabama in the mid-'60s,
his talented hands not only snatched 63
career receptions but also tackled odd jobs to
support a young wife and infant. On one
occasion, then-assistant coach Clem Gryska
hired him to paint the trim on his house.

“He did a much better job than I had
expected,” recalled Gryska, still in harness
today as an administrative assistant for the
Crimson Tide football team. “But when he
finished I realized we hadn't agreed in ad-
vance on a price, so I asked what I owed
him.”

Perkins’ reply, said Gryska, both sur-
prised and impressed him. “He said, ‘Just
pay me what it’s worth.””

Perkins, now going into his fourth season
as head coach at his alma mater, confirms
Gryska's tale. But when asked whether he
still relies on others to do right by him, the
head coach’s famed grim visage busts apart
as he allows himself a rare belly laugh.

“Not totally,” he confesses.

The story about this once dirt-poor native
of Petal, Miss., has a point. Few characters
in fiction have changed the way Ray Perkins
has changed over the years. Two decades
ago teammates such as quarterback Steve
Sloan liked to kid Perkins about not knowing
how to use indoor plumbing, labeling him the
“countriest guy around.”

.And back then he also happened to be the
hardest working student on the football
squad, compensating for his lack of raw
intelligence by attending every last one of his
labs, while teammates such as Jim Fuller
chewed clover on a creek bed someplace.
Out on the practice field, as coach Paul
(Bear) Bryant in his lordly tower drove his
charges in the blistering sun over Tusca-
loosa, Perkins simply outran, outhustled,
and outpracticed his teammates. Not only
did he achieve first-string status his soph-
omore year after overcoming a career-
threatening brain injury incurred in practice
two years earlier, but before his career

By HANK NUWER

Ray Perkins came close
to drowning when he
replaced Bear Bryant

at Alabama, but he
and sensational
QB Mike Shula

have brought back
Crimson pride

ended he was named an All-American and
set several regular-season and bow! (Sugar,
Orange) records as a receiver, including a
couple that are still unmatched. From1964 to
1966, Alabama’s record was 30-2-1, including
two national championships and three South-
eastern Conference titles.

The Birmingham Post-Herald outdid itself
in singing his praises, predicting that Perkins
would sign a pro contract for millions. All the
youngster had to do was pit the National
Football League against the bucks-loaded
American Football League to become a mil-
lionaire overnight. But after snatching seven
Snake Stabler passes that totaled 178 yards
in a 34-7 win over Nebraska in the Sugar
Bowl, Perkins—whose heart was set on
playing in the established league—in effect
told Baltimore coach Don Shula’s representa-
tive to pay him what the Colts thought he
was worth. The youngster walked away with
a three-year, no-cut contract for $250,000—
respectable money in those days for a wide
receiver, but perhaps a quarter or half of
what he might have wheedled out of the
AFL.

Today, after two decades have etched
deep crevices into his lupine features, it is
difficult for anyone who didn't know Perkins
way back when to imagine him doing any-

thing but taking the AFL and NFL to the wall
in a bidding war. If it is true that in time we all
become our images, then Ray Perkins cer-
tainly has become what the coach always has
projected from the sidelines to the public:
the prototype of a driven, cynical (but scru-
pulously honest) company man who is hell-
bent on upping the organization.

“Me and Mr. Perkins are two of the same
type,” assesses linebacker Cornelius Ben-
nett, an excellent bet to be the first player
selected in the 1987 NFL draft for his fierce
tackling and ability to pursue. “We're always
down to business. There isn’t too much
kidding around.”

Because he’s managed to sell his dreams
and philosophy to talented youngsters and
his hand-picked, largely good ol' boy staff
(many of them, like assistant head coach Jim
Fuller, his college teammates), the Tide is
not only rolling again but has become billow-
ing, dangerous surf. Blessed with a schedule
that finds them playing eight of 12 games in
Tuscaloosa or in nearby Birmingham, not to
mention a roster that boasts eight seniors
who could be drafted no later than the fourth
round, Alabama is a dark-horse candidate to
go undefeated in '86.

Perkins’ career record at ‘Bama is 22-12-1,
but that record is better seen in perspective
when you consider that in the last 18 games
he’s coached, the Tide has lost only four
games by a fofal of seven points. More
important, in the state of Alabama, he's
taken bragging rights away from Auburn by
winning the so-called Iron Bowl for the last
two years.

Perkins himself is not only happy and
enamored with his club but also awed by its
talent. Asked to compare today's Alabama
athletes to his own generation of all-stars,
Perkins is emphatic. “I couldn't have carried
their jocks!” he scoffs. “I wasn't a great
athlete. [ had pretty good speed, but Iwas an
overachiever type. When you compare my
abilities, or that of the athletes I played with,
with the athletic ability of players today,
there’s not a lot of comparison. Today they're
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CRUNCH TIME

One of the amazing statistics about the Super Bowl
champion Chicago Bears last season was that they did not
allow any opponent to score in the final five minutes of a
game during the regular season. During that same time
period, the Bears scored 43 points, thus giving them a
+43 factor in the final five minutes of play. The Bears,
however, were tied with the Indianapolis Colts for No. 1in
this category. The Celts scored 50 points and allowed
only seven in the final five minutes of play. Listed below
are the number of points scored and allowed by each team
in the final five minutes of their games. Teams are ranked
in order of their plus factor.

THE WORKHORSES 100-YARD RUSHERS Points Points
James Wilder of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers was the | Inhis brief but brilliant career Eric Dickerson has rushed | Rank g:rm ('851Re¢0l‘d) Scogd AlloBved +2§
NFL's top “workhorse” in 1985. Wilder, who gained1,300 | for 100 or more yards in an amazing 56% of the games he L Coltss ((513'1)) """"" 50 7 I 43
yards rushing on 365 attempts last season for the Bucs, | has played. Here are the active running backs who have 3. Vikings (7-9) vvrvroos 62 20 +42
carried the ball in 84.1% of the team’s rushing plays. A | gained 100 or more yards the most timesasapercentage |  ;*  oporcare (8.8 .

: A 4. Chargers (8-8) ........74 41  +33
total of 12 runners carried the ball in more than half of | of their games played. (Minimum 30 games) 5. Broncos (11-5) 47 20  +27
their team’s rushing plays. Those players are listed below. 100- Rams (11-5) .......... 48 21 +27

Games Yard 7. Cowboys (10-6) ....... 45 24 +21
Rank Player, Team Atts. Pct. | Player, Team Played Games Pct. 8. Dolphins (1244) ........ 44 33 +11
1. James Wilder, Buccaneers ....... 365 84.1 | Eric Dickerson, Rams ........ 46 26 56.5 9. Browns(8-8).......... 45 38 + 7
2. Marcus Allen, Raiders .......... 380  71.4 | Walter Payton, Bears ........ 161 73 45.3 10. Raiders (12-4) ......... 33 28 +5
3. Gerald Riggs, Falcons .......... 397  70.9 | Ottis Anderson, Cardinals ..... 95 34 35.8 11. Patriots (11-5) ........ 36 33 + 3
4. Tony Dorsett, Cowboys ......... 305 66.0 | Earl Campbell, Saints ........ 114 40 35.1 12. Cardinals (5-11) ....... 49 49 0
5. Earnest Jackson, Eagles ........ 282  65.9 | Freeman McNei, Jets ........ 55 19 34.5 13. Packers (8-8) ......... 44 45 -1
6. Curt Warner, Seahawks ......... 201 63.0 | Marcus Allen, Raiders ........ 57 18 31.6 14, Jets(11-5) ............ 34 37 -3
7. Eric Dickerson, Rams .......... 292 581 | Tony Dorsett, Cowboys ...... 132 41 311 Redskins (10-6) ........ 24 27 -3
8. GregBell, Bills ................ 223 541 | William Andrews, Falcons ...... 72 22 30.6| 16. Eagles(7-9) .......... 27 -7
9. James Jones, Lions ............. 224 540 | George Rogers, Redskins ..... 66 20 30.3 17. Bengals (7-9) ......... 51 59 -8
10. Walter Payton, Bears............ 324 53.1 | Curt Warner, Seahawks ....... 33 9 27.3 Oilers (5-11) .......... 34 42 -8
11. Freeman McNeil, Jets .......... 294 521 | Gerald Riggs, Falcons ......... 54 14 259 | 19. Seahawks (8-8)........ 39 51 -12
12.  Joe Morris, Giants ............. 294  50.6 | James Wilder, Buccaneers ..... 67 12 17.9 20. Buccaneers (2-14) ..... 27 40 -13
By Jerry Tepp Wendell Tyler, 4%rs ......... 103 17 16.5 21. Falcons 4-12) ......... 38 54 -16
By Dave Brown Saints (5-11) 45 61 ~16
23, Chiefs (6-10) 37 -2
24. Lions(79) ........... 44 -24
25, Giants (10-6) 54 -30
COLLEGE FOOTBALL POWERS R omion s -3
If the success of a college football program can be measured by the number of times a team finishes the season in the Bills (2-14) .. o 44 -37
Top 10 of the final Associated Press poll, then Nebraska's Cornhuskers and Oklahoma’s Sooners are the most successful By Jen'y Tapp
teams in the country over the last 10 years. The two Big 8 rivals have each finished in the Top 10 seven times since 1976.
Below is a chart showing where teams have finished in the final AP Top 10 during the last decade.
Rank School (Times in Top 10) 1976 77 78 79 80 '81 '82 '83 '84 '85 FAVOR ITE TD ROUTES
L gebras:; ((Z}) ---------------- : - &8 8 1 - 3 2 4 —| The 1985 New Orleans Ssints scored 20 of their 29
3. Michigan (6) ::: 3 9 5 = 4 - - _é _6 ; touchdownsyiathe pass, a .690 percentage, This repre-
Penn State (6) pnmerrn? 5 1 - 8 3 1 =~ _ 3 sentedtheh:g.hestpercentagegf’l‘Dsscoredbyateam
Pittsburgh (6) ............... 1 8 — 7 2 4 10 — — | through the air ast season. Listed below are the five
6. Alabama () ................ - 2 1 1 6 17 — — _—  _ | teams in three separate categories, that scored the
Georgia (5) ................. ¥ — — — 1 6 4 4 —  _ | highest percentage of their touchdowns by running,
8. Southern California (4) ........ 2 _ 2 2 _ _ _ _ 10 __ | passing, and miscellaneous (fumble recoveries, intercep-
Texas 4) ....vovvvininnnn, - 4 9 - - 2 — 5 —  — | tions, or kick returns).
Washington (4) .............. - 10 - = = 10 7 - 2 — RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS
11. Arkansas 3 ............... — 3 - 8 — — 9 — —_ — Total
Clemson (3) .........ce.nnns - - 6 — — 1 8§ - - = Rank Team TDs TDs Pct,
Florida(3) ..... L— — — —_ _ —_ — 6 3 5 Redskins ......... 20 33 60.6
Houston (3) .. 4 — 10 5 - — — — — — 2. Bills......... .. 23 56.6
Miami, Fla. (3) - = —_ — — 8 - 1 —_ 9 3. Colts . 39 56.4
Notre Dame (3) . — 1 7 — 9 - - - = - 4. Bears 51 52.9
Chio State (3) ........... .6 — 4 - - - = 9 - — 5. Giants 48 50.0
Southern Methodist (3) ......— — — — — 5 2 — 8 — PASSING TOUCHDOWNS
UCLA@)............... —_— - — —_ — — 5 — 9 7 Total
20. Bngpam Young (2)........... — — —_ — — — —_ 7 1 — | Rank Team TDs TDs Pect.
Florida State (2) ............ - - = 6 5 - - - = 1. Saints ........... 20 29 69.0
North Carolina (2) ........... — _ — — 10 9 — — - . 2. Buccaneers ....... 22 33 66.7
Texas A&M () ............. 7 - — — —_ — — — — 6 3. Chiefs ........... 23 35 65.7
24. AirForce(1) ............... - - — — - — — — — 8 4, Seahawks ........ 28 44 63.6
Arizona State (1) ............ —_ — —_ — - —_ 6 —_ — _ 5. Eagles........... 19 30 63.3
Avburn(l) ....ovveiinana.. - - — —_ — — — 3 — — MISCELLANEOUS TOUCHDOWNS
Boston College (1) .......... —_ - — — — — — — 5 —_ Total
lllinois (1) .......c.ounnen... - - — — — —_ — 10 — — | Rank Team TDs TDs Pct.
Towa(l) c..ooovvninnnan.... - - — -— — — — — — 10 1. Rams............. 8 39 20.5
Kentucky (1) ............... — 6 — — —_ — — — — — 2, Saints ............ 5 29 17.3
Maryland (1) ............... 8 — —_ — — — — — —_ —_ 3. Seahawks ......... 7 44 15.9
Oklahoma State (1) .......... —_— - — — —_ —_ — — 7 —_ 4, Patriots ........... 6 41 14.6
Purdue (1) ................. —_ —_ —_ 10 — —_ —_ — —_ —_ 5. Bears ............ 7 51 13.7
Tennessee (1) .............. - = - - - — — - — 4 | BylJerry Tapp
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+ “If thisis a rescue attempt,
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MO LS CEEMAKES |IT GOLDEN

Molson Golden beer and ale. The #1 import from Canado. Brewed and bottled by North America's oldest brewery. Martlet Importing Co., Inc., Narth Hills, N.Y. € 1986.




11 mg. “tar”, 0.8 mg. nicotine
av. per cigarette by FTC-method,

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide.




